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line without success.55 The War Minister openly
expressed the view that Haig was ridiculously
optimistic, and warned him of the risk of " knock-
ing his present Army about," and added that his
own military adviser " now considered the decisive
moment of the war would be July 1919." Foch
himself made no secret of his doubts. He would
not definitely order the attack. He left the
responsibility to Haig. Haig had no doubts and
no hesitation. He was well aware that if the
attack failed he would be removed from his com-
mand. He commented forcibly upon the vacilla-
tion at home. " What a lot of weaklings we have
in London at the present time, and how ignorant
they are of the first principles of war/*

But if support from the quarter whence he
might most justly expect it was lacking, he knew
his troops would not fail him. In a General Order
he reminded them that during the short space of
one month they had " repeatedly defeated the
German Armies " ; and added,ec We have passed
many dark days together. Please God, they will
never return. The enemy has now spent his
effort, and I rely confidently upon each one of
you to turn to full advantage the opportunity
which your skill, courage, and resolution has
created."

His tactical plan for the great effort was simple
- an attack on his left to distract the enemy's
attention from the main effort which was to be
delivered a little later by his right Army. But if
the plan was simple, the difficulties that the troops